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FLEET, Major. 
+ | Matils vj, Die Decembris, 2692. dung; Regis & Arias 
ö Willielmi & Mariæ, Ang! Se. Quarto. 
r Court doth deſire Mr. Stubs to Print his Ser- 
mon, Preached at Guild-Hall-Chapel, on Sunday the 


20th Day of November , before the Lord Mayor and 
Aldermen of this City. | 


GOODFELLoOwW. | 


Imprimatur. 
| Guil. Lancaſter, R. P. D. Henrico 
07=a4 Epiſc. Lond. a ſacris Domeſticis 
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To the Right Honourable 


| Sir 70 HN FLEET, Knight. 
ins] Lord Mayor of the City of London, 3 


And to the Court of Aldermen. 


Right Honourable, 


— 


* 


V. HE unexpected Succeſs this plain Diſcourſe (by thy 
= Bleſſing of God) met with from a kind Auditory in 

this City, ( for whoſe private Benefit *rwas net long 

fince, I muſs confeſs, but too haſtily drawn up; ) as it prompted 

me at firſt to offer it before the moſt Publick Aſſembly therein at 
Guild-Hall-Chapel, /o the Hopes of its farther Uſefulneſs 

makes me now readily comply with Your Honour's Commands 
Per its Publication, in order thereunto, That it may have its 
deſignd Effect, in contributing (t bo never ſo little) to the Re- 
trieving ſo Ancient, ſo Univerſal, ſo Religiom, I may ſay, E 
neceſſary a Practice, as ws the Subject Matter of it; and, by 
Conſequence, to the farther Promoting of God's Glory, in the 
greater Good of hu Church in general, and the Welfare of par- 


ticular Chriſtians, # the Hearty Defire of, 


co Right Honourable, 
Your moſt Humble, 


Moſt Obedient Seryant, 
PHIL. STO BS, 


20 a A 2 


"a —— 


To my Beloved PaxIsmoxzxs, the Inhabitants 


of St. James Garlick- Hythe, $42 


Dear Friends, and Neighbours : | 


T having pleaſed Almighty God, the Sovereign Diſpoſer of the World, 
ro place me in his good Providence amongſt you with the Care of 
your Souls, by the Right Reverend Father in God, the Lord Biſhop 

of this Droceſs, my much Honoured Lord and Patron; That | may be 
faithful in the diſcharge of ſo weighty a Truſt committed to me by my 
Great Maſter in Heaven, and my immediate Superior upon Earth, and of 
which I ſhall give up an account, I hope, with Foy, and not with Grief, 
which wou'd be unprofitable for you; I rake this firſt opportunity of appri- 


_—.Zing you, That the earlieſt of my Cares (hall be exerted about the moſt 


momentous Adminiſtrations of the Holy Sacraments, thoſe Means of Grace, 
by which, through the Divane Inſtitu: ion, we are made partakers of the 
Hopes of Glory; Accordingly havirg already intimated from the Pulpit, 
that the Holy Sacraments are then rightly and auly Adminiſtred, when the 
one is as frequent, the other as publick as may be; and having promifing 
Aſſurances given me on my unexpected Appearance amongſt you of many 
conſtant Com municants at the Holy Altar, I now make it my Earneſt Re- 
queſt to you from the Preſs, Thar the Font be never ſhamefully deſerted 
by avy cf you, as 'tis in too many Churches, but that your Children may 
be there dea:cated to the Lord in the moſt acceptable manner, as you 
your ſelves ſcem reſolved to tender to the moſt High God a reaſonable Ser- 
dice; That Publick Baptiſm is the rational Adminiſtration, and moſt a- 
grecable to the Will of our Bleſſcd Saviour, is, I hope, fully made out in 
the Publication, which I now put into your Hands, in order to your ready 
complyance therewith, or my Anſwering your Object ions, if any can be 
made againſt it, Tis now Eight Years and upwards, fince I have met 
with zone in a Pariſh {arger than yours, which could obviate an intire 
Succeſs as to the regular practiſe of this Chriſtian Uſage ; and I am confi- 
cent I may expect better things from you, who have a Character for be- 
ing kind to your Miniſters in their own concerns, than that ye ſhould be 


un kind ro me in this Affair which ſo nearly concerns the Honour of my 


Great Maſter; or, That ye would any of you deny me that Liberty of 
Conſcience, which every one challenges as of right for Himſelf : 

That God would therefore direct your Judgments aright in this and all 
other Religious Matters; That ye may ail be conformable to His Will 
from the Cradle to the Grave; doing nothing through the Courſe of 


your Lives but what is wel/-pleafing in his fight, that ſo ye may at length 


obtain the End of your Hopes, the Salvation of your precious and immor- 
tal Souls; as it ſhall be the hearty Endeavor, tis the unfeigned Prayer, of 


Tour affefionate Friend and 
Sion- College, Aug. Servant for Chriſt's ſake, 


Ph. Stubs, 


23. 1708, 


ne. 
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rld, | | 
= St. MaTTH. XXVIII. 19. 

ö | | . s . * 
be 60 ye therefore, and teach all Nations; Baptizing 
I of them in the Name of the Father, and ef the Son, 4 
ief, and of the Holy Ghoſt. 4 
pri- | | : 
re r HE Text is a full Commiſſion, deliver'd our by our | 
the Saviour to his Apoſtles, when he had juſt finiſh'd the 
pit - glorious Work of our Redemption, and was now 
he Aſcending up again unto his Father; whereby he impowers 
ing them to extend the benefits of his Paſſion by Baptiſm, as far as 


ny | he defign'd they ſhould reach, even to the utmoſt Parts of rhe 
de- Earth: For as he himſelf had ſpent his whole time in Fudea, 
ted and the Regions thereabour, amongſt the ems, God's pecu- 
'2y Þf liar People; ſo he commands them, whom he had fully in- 
ou ſtructed in every Particular of his Doctrine, to communicate 
_— it to the Gentiles : 


* Go ye therefore, and teach al! Nations; Baptizing them in the 
dy Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt. 

0 From which Words, I may take Occaſion to ſpeak of theſe 
jet Five Heads, | : 

ire I. Of the Nature of Bapti/m in general. | 

;f- II. Of the Perſons here authoriz'd to Baptize. 

be- III. Of the Perſons to be Bap d. 

be IV. Of the Form of Baptiſm. And, : 

of | Lofty, Of the Time and Place, when and where this Sa- 
> ht ro be adminiſtred. 


crament O 
1 :: Of the F. l (there being no difference about them, 
l either as to Principle or Practice, amongſt thoſe of our Com- 


hy munion ) I ſhall ſay little more at preſent, than what may ſerve 

my d way of Introduction, as it were, to the laſt Particular, 

- hich I have deſign'd for the main Subject of my euſuing 

f Diſcourſe: Wherein I ſhall, with all the Brevity and Plain- 
nels I can, endeavour to demonſtrate the Unreaſonableneſs of 
continuing that corrupt Cuſtom crept in among us, {and 
which of late Years has prevail'd more eſpecially in this C:ty,) 

: af Baptizing Children in Private Houſes, contrary to the earneſt, 


A 3 | „ 


pious Deſires and Endeavours of our Clergy, the declared Senſe 
and Uſage of the Catholick Church all along, the expreſs 
Orders and Conſtitutions of that ſound Part ot it, whereof 
we boaſt our ſelves Members, and the very Reaſon and Deſign 
of the Inſtitution it ſelf ; to the no ſmall Diſhonour of God 
Almighty, in hindring the greater Promotion of his Glory, 
_ the Edification of many Religious , well-diſpoſed Chri- 
ians. 

But before I enter profeſſedly upon this Argument, I am to 
ſpeak a Word or Two briefly on the Four juſt mentioned 
Heads. And, 

I. Of the Nature of Baptiſm in general. 

Now Bapeiſin ſignifies properly an Immerſion, Dipping or 
Waſhing the whole Body in Water; and was a Ceremon 
uſed among the Heathens, as well as the Fews, upon the Ad- 
miffion of any new Converts to their Religion : By which 
Waſhing was ſignified, the Cleanſing of the Perſons fo Bapti- 
zed, from their former Pollutions; and their Reſolution of 
continuing Pure and Unſpotted for the future. This Cere. 
mony, being very innocent, and very ſignificant, the Hoh Je. 
ſus was willing to continue it in his Church; leaving out the 
other of Circumciſion, which ſignified but the fame thing, 
5 was more injurious to Men's Health, and to their Mo- 

eſty. | 

I fay, Baptiſm ſignifies properly an Immerſion, Dipping, or 
Waſhing, the whole Body in Water: And fo it was practisd 
in the Primitive Times, after the manner of Job's Baptiſm, 
who chofe the River Jordan, and ſuch Places, where there was 
much Water, for the convenience of ſuch an Immerſion : For 
ſo it is expreſly ſaid of him, That John was baptixing in Enon, 
near to Salim, becauſe there was much Water there, 57. Joh. 3.23. 
After this manner the Eunuch, in As 8. was baptized by 
St. Philip; for *tis faid, They went down both into the Mater, both 
Philip and the Eunuch, and he baptized him, Acts 8. 38. 
And indeed, this Dipping all over in Water is thought by 
ſome, more ſignificant than any other fort of Baptiſm ; for 
hereby is denored the Cleanſing the whole Man from Sin, the 
being buried with Chriſt in Baptiſm, which is ſignified by the 
Immerſion, or Dipping in Water; and the Rifing to a New- 
neſs to Life, which is ſignified by the Emerſon, or Riſing out 
of ic again. But yet it is not fo neceſſary, but ir may be 
omitted in favour of the Weakneſs of the Perſon to be bap- 
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td, and the Pouring or Sprinkling of Water us'd inſtead of 
it; as has been the Practice of theſe Northern Countries, in the 
Baptiſm of Children, whoſe tender Bodies cannot endure a 
rotal Immerſion ; and of the firſt Ages of the Church, in fa- 
vour of Sick and Bed-rid Perſons, who defir'd to become 
Chriſtians. For, as God Almighty is tender of our Souls, ſo 
he takes care of our Bodies too; and his Laws are ſo far from 
injuring our Healths, that they highly improve them : Upon 
which Account, it is not to be imagin'd, that the Ceremon 
of Admiſſion into the Chriſtian Religion ſhould be more difh- 
cult, than that into the Jewiſh Covenant; or that Children 
— be oblig'd to become Martyrs, as ſoon as they are made 

roſelytes. 


But here it may he ſtarted, That, admitting this Waſhing, 


Dipping, or Sprinkling to be the Ceremony of my Admiſſion 


into Covenant with Chriſt, How doth it hence appear, that 
7 Il ‚ uw - 


Chriſt thereby enters into Covenant with me? 1 
waſhed indeed with Water; But how ſhall I be ſatisfied that 
Chriſt waſhes me with his Holy Spirit? For the ſatisfying of 
which Objection, I muſt proceed to the Second Thing I de- 
ſign'd to ſpeak of, viz. 
II. The Perſons here authoriz'd to Baprize. 

Whom, it we look back to Ver. 16. of this Chapter, we ſhall 
find to be the Apoſtles : Then the Eleven Diſciples (for fo the Apo- 


files axe there call'd ) went away into Galilee, into a Mountain 


where Jeſus had appointed them, St. Matth. 28. 16. Who, when 
he came amongtt them, ſpake unto them, ſaying, All Power 
given unto me, in Heaven, and in Earth: Go ye therefore and teach 
all Nations, bapeixing them, &c. Ver. 18, 19. As it he had 
faid, My Father has left the Government of this World, which 
I have redeemed with my Blood, to me; I have power to make 
what Covenants I pleafe with Mankind; I have told you, 
upon what Conditions I will confer Heaven and Happineſs 
upon Men; Go ye therefore, and let them all know it; And 
I give you power, and none but you, to admit them into 


this my New Covenant by Baptiſm. But then, the Mercy of 


God, as it was willing to extend the Benefits of his Paſſion 

beyond that Age of the World, and that Generation of Men, 

contrived Means for the effectual Continuance of this Power 

of making ſuch Covenants to the End of the World, by au- 

thorizing the Apoſtles to delegate and depute their Power to 
Qthers, in this large and * Commiſſion, As my 3 
| ; 4 | 
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bath ſent me, even ſo I ſend 0 St. Joh. 20. 21. I give you the 
ſame Authority, which I have receiv'd ; und as I had Power 
of my Father to ſend you forth to preach the Golpel, and 
baptiʒe every Creature; ſo I give you Power to fend others 
forth. with the ſame Commiſſion, to Ordain B:ſhops, Prieſts and 
' Deacons, as you ſhall judge expedient for the Edifying and 
Welfare of my Church. Which Power was accordingly de 
legated, immediately afterwards, to ſeven Perſons «t once, as 
you'll find in 44s 6.3. to Saul and Barnabas, chap. 13. 3. to 
their Succeſſors, until this very Period of Time; wherein we 
of this Communion, have Perſons under the ſeveral Cha- 
racters above-mention'd, Who derive their Authority from 
them, by an uninterrupted Succeſſion. For no Man can take 
this Authority upon himſelf; and unleſs there were Sacred 
Perſons fo continu'd in the Church, there could, at this Day, 
be no Legal or Valid Adminiſtration of this Sacrament ; and 
by Conſequence, our Saviour's Command would have long 
fince tell ro the Ground, (which I tremble to think of,) when 
he bid them, and, in them, their Succeſſors, Go and teach al 
Nations, baptizing them, &c. The Meaning of which Words, 
All Nations, or an Enquiry, | 
III. Into the Perſons to be Baptiz d, is the Subject of my 
Third General, which now offers it ſelf to be ſpoke to; Go je 
therefore and teach All Nations, baptizing them, &c. 

The Lord God had, for a long time, dwelt only in Fudea: 
Though the vaſt Circle of the Earth, nor the larger Circum- 
ference of the Heaven: cannot contain him, 2 Chron. 2.6. yet, 
as the Pſalmiſt expreſſes it, at Salem was hi Tabernacle, and hx 
Dwolling at Sion, Pſal. 76 2. There was his Houſe, there his 
peculiar Reſidence. To the People of Iſrae! only had he gi- 
ven his Laws, and order'd the manner of his Worſhip: The 
reſt of the World ſeem'd over-look'd and neglected, like Chil- 
dren diſ-inherited, and bani{h'd from their Father's Preſence: 
Bit when the Bleſſed ꝓeſus, the Word of God, by whom all 
Men were created, deſcended, for the Redemption of them 
all, he threw down the Partition-Wall which ſhut ouf the 
Gentiles from the Sight and Favour of God, and contriv'd 
Means for the Bringing them into his Family. He caus'd the 
Waters of Baptiſm to extend themſelves, as fe as thoſe of the 
Univerſal Deluge; that as all Men had once periſh'd by Water, 
ſo they ſhould all be ſaved by it, | 


Nor 
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we are now about; arguing from hence, that becauſe our Sa- 


„ 5 0 „ WE, 
Nor do we, when we ſay Al Men only (upon {light Grounds) 
exclude the Children of Believers from this extraordinary Pri- 
vilege, as do the Adverſaries to Infant-Baptiſm :. Who ſhould 
not have been mention'd in this place, (ſince their wild Opt- 
nion runs counter to the Belief and Practice of the Univerſal 
Church in all Ages,) did not ſome of them boaſt of an Irre- 
fragable Argument on their Side, taken from the very Words 


viour firſt ſaid Teach, before he ſaid Baptize, therefore every 
Body muſt be zaught, before he is bapriz'd. To which there 
need be given no other Anſwer, but what the true Meaning 
of the Original Word will readily furnifh us with: For, 
Ma Mlevor'e, in the Greek, ſignifies not here Teach, as in our 
Tranſlation; but rather, make Diſciples of : As if our Saviour 
(alluding to a known F Cuſtom among che Fews ) had ſaid, 
Go and admit into my Church, and make Diſciples of all Na- 
tions, and that by the Ceremony of Baptiſm; for (which is 
very remarkable) in the very next Verſe, where the Word 
Teaching comes again, there is another“ Word 

made ule of in the Original, which has that * a:0oxules. 
for its proper ſignification. An Expolition, 

which, if it were duiy attended to, might be of no ſmall Uſe 
to unprejudic'd Anabaptiſts. As, | 

IV. The Form of Baptiſm here preſcribed, in the Name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, might be ſo to 
another ſort of ſeemingly more Rational Perlons, who yet 
( ſome of them) make a Difficulty in Founding the Doctrine 
of the Individual and Ever-Blefſed Trinity upon exprets Words 
of Scripture. 

For, if the being baptiz'd into the Name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, as the Original imports, 
Els 2d 0vopare, and not n the Name, according g 
to our Tranſlation, which is leſs ſignificant; It, JV. Grot. ſup. 
I fay, the being baprtiz'd into thoſe Names doth loc. 
not ſignify, the being baptiz d into the Belick of 
Three Perſons in one Incomprebenſibie Godhead , which di- 
ſtinguiſhes the Chriſtian Baptiſm from all others; and the ſub- 
mitting all the Faculties of our Souls and Bodies to rhe Sove- 
raign Domi:iion and Guidance of each of them, as ſuch ; then 

Inter udæbs Diſcipuli fafti ſunt ii, non qui jam docti ſuit, fed ideo 
Diſcipul; facti ſint, ut deceantur. Lightioor : Hor. Heb, ad locum. 
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the whole Church almoſt has been in an Etror for nigh theſe 
1700 Years, and a Handful of Men, whoſe Buſineſs it is now 
— 4 to revive old, condemn'd Hereſies, are alone in the 

ight. 

Thus have I briefly gone through the Four firſt Particu- 
lars, which relate to the Eſſentials of Baptiſm : To all and fin- 
guar of which, every one in our Communion is ſo ready to 
ubſcribe, againſt all Anabaptiſts, Socinians, and other Unorthe. 
dox Perſons whatever, that few would forgive themſelves, 
ſhould their Children by any means happen to be otherwiſe 
baptized than by Spriukling them with Water, according to the 
Uſage of our Country, and not by Dipping them all over in 
it; ſhould they not be baptix d by a Lamfuly Ordain'd Miniſter 
of the Church of England; and that too, in the Name of the Fa. 
ther, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt. 

V. But now, as to the e ae of Time and Place, when 
and where this Sacrament ought to be Adminiſtred, which is 
and Fifth Particular, and comes now to be conſider d more 
at large. 

Molt are fo prejudic'd againſt them, by a prevailing Cuſtom 
to the contrary, that, notw ĩthſtanding our Rule tells us, 1: 
ought not to be done, but upon Sundays, or cri, > nor Out 
of the Church, f unleſs in Caſes of great Neceſſity : They think 
theſe Matters ot no ſuch Importance, but that they may fafely 
paſs them by, and Chriſten their Children at Home, when there 
is no Cauſe for it, without the leaſt Contravention to my Text, 
or any other place of Scripture. 

To Perſons of which Complexion, I anſwer, : 

Firſt, That although this Text is not ſtrictly producible 
for Publick Baptiſm, as it means 9 at the Font, according 

do the particular Conftitution of our Church, 

Can. & Conf}. . which provides, That there ſhall be a Font of 
Eccleſ. Can. 8 1. Stone in every Church or Chapel, where Baptiſm # f 
| be Adminiſtred; and that, in that Font only, tht 
Miniſter ſnal Baptize publickly : Vet (with their Leaves) it may 
be urg'd for it, as far as the Deſign of the Inſtitution it ſelf 
will warrant us, and the early — conſtant Cuſtom of the 


Church of Chriſt, which is the beſt Expoſitor of ſuch a De- 


fig. 


* Rub. i. before the Office for Publick Baptiſm. 
+ Rub, 2, before the Office for Private Baptiſm, 
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Now that Baptiſm, even from the Church's Infancy, has 
been all along as publickly celebrated, as the preſent State of 
that did permit, may be fairly gather'd from the following 


Words of a great Searcher into the Records of the Primi- 


tive Times; which ſhall ſerve inſtead of many Quotations 


that might be brought for the Proof of this 

Aſſertion. The Place where this ſolemn Dr. Cave in hs 
& Action was perform'd, was at firſt unli- Prim, Chriſt. 

mited ; any Place where there was Water, part 1. c. 10. 
& as * Fuſtin Martyr tells us: In Ponds or Ap. 2. p. 93. 
« Lakes, in Springs or Rivers, as f Tertulian I De Bap. adv 
$ ſpeaks : But always, as near as might be, Quint. cap. 4. 
to the place of the Publick Aſſemblies; for it 

6 I done without the Preſence of the Congregation. 
And then, 

_ Secondly, I anſwer further, That though the Text before us 
ſhould not be ſufficient of it ſelf ro ſatisfy all the bewildring 
Doubrs of the Scrupulous, or Perverſe, but, notwithſtanding 
its Evidence, they will think themſelves ſtill at liberty to bap- 
tize either in publick or private; yet, in Conſort with ſome 


others that may be alledg'd, it ought certainly to be thought 


of ſuch Force, as to conclude them without more a- do, and 


immediately determine their Choice. Such are theſe, and the 


like Apoſtolical Canons: Let all things be done decently, and in 
order, 1 Cor. 14. 40. Let all things be done to edifying, v. 26. 
From which , and ſeveral other Places of Scripture of the 
fame Nature, it is on all Hands acknowledg'd among Protes 
flants, That hereby is given to the Church Power to make 
Decrees about ſuch Matters as this,-and others delign'd there, 
where St. Paul tells the Corinthians, + That the reſt he will ſer 
in order when he comes, And we of this Church cxpreſly aſſert, 
+ That ſhe has Power to decree Rites and Ceremonies, not repuge 
nant to the Word of God: And that the Bringing of Perſons to 
be ſolemnly bapriz?d in God's Houſe, for the general Good of 
the Chriſtians there preſent, has no ſuch Contrariety, mult ſtill 
be preſum' d, till better Topicks for Conviction be found out; 
than what have hitherto been offer'd. | 


— — 
— — ꝰ”ä — — — 


* Vide H r. Conf. varias Aug. Se. Helv. Baſil. Bohem, Belg. Sax. &c. 
7 1 Cor. 11. 344 f Art. 20, 
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| (12) 
Now, this Power being granted, as lodg'd in the Church, 
it will hence follow, That what our Mother doth law fully 
enjoin, we are, with Readineſs and Submiſſion to aſſent to; 
teſt by ſtanding out againſt her ohſfinateh, we {in as much a. 
gainſt Heaven, who gave her this Commiſſion, as we do againſt 
the Authority of the Church it ſelf. | | 
However therefore ſome may ſtile themſelves her Children, 
and ſeem mightily pleas'd with the ſpecious Appellation of 
True Sons of the Church of England, whilſt they are guilty of 
ſuch an Irregularity as Private 2 2 has been always reckon'd 
in it, (eſpecially when required to tne contrary,) they muſt 
pardon others who cannot but think them highly unworthy to 
be call'd fo; ſince by ſuch ſtubborn, undutiful Carriage, (were 
all Men as poſitive in their Refuſals as they,) her Being muſt 
( inevitably) be deſtroy'd as a Church, whence every one of us 
derive our own, as Chriſtians. | 

Bur, to be more methodical, and to preſs this Matter with 
greater Application, let me crave your Patience, whilſt I ten- 
der to you the Four following Particulars. | 

1. The expreſs Orders of our Church, with relation to 
Public Baptiſm, and the Care ſhe has taken in the Contrivance 
of her Form for it, fo, that there can be no Intrenchment upon 
it, without a great deal of Abſurdity, as well as Diſobedience 
on their ſide, who become Deſpiſers of the Church of God, 1 Cor. 
I 1.22. by acting contrary to her Injunctions. 

2. That the Obedience of her Genuine Sons in this Affair, 
may not be Nick-nani'd, or term'd Implicit, I ſhall ſhew, that 
ſhe hath done nothing herein, bur upon very extraordinary 
Motives; in that her Conſtitutions about it do not only bear 
a ſweet Harmony to the Practice of the Eaſtern, and all the 
Metern Churches: But, . | | 
3. That the Practice of all theſe Churches is grounded upon 
the earlieſt Antiquity: And, 

4. That that Antiquity has no leſs ſolid a Baſis, than the 
fir meſt Reaſons to ſupport it. 


But cf each of theſe as briefly as poſſible. And, 
1. Th. 2, As to the Orders of our Church: beſi des the 


Canon juſt now mention'd, where there is a Font en- 
Can. 8 1. join d 40 be ſet up 12 every Church 07 Chapel , where 
Baptiſin 2 to be Adminiſtred; and that in that _ 

+ Only; 
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only; the Minifter ſhall Bapt ige publickly ; the 

Office for Publick Baptiſm ſaith in one place, Rubrick iſt. 
That the People are to be admoniſhd; that it h of that Of- 
moſt convenient that Baptiſm ſhould not be Admi- fice, 
niſter'd, but upon Sundays, and Holy-days, when | 

the moſt number of People come together. In ano- Rubrick 2d. 
ther place it enjoins, That when there are Chit 

dren to be baptiz'd, the Parents ſhall give notice thereof over Night, 
or in the Morning, before the Beginning of Morning-Prayer, to the 
Curate : And then, the Godfathers and Godmothers, * People, 
with the Children, muſt be ready at the Font, either immediately 
after the Laſt Leſſon at Morning- Prayer, or elſe immediately after 
the Laſt Leſſon at Evening-Prayer ; as the Curate, by : 
by Diſcretion, ſhall appoint. Again, In the Office Rubrick 3d. 
for Private Baptiſm, The Curates of every Pariſh | 
ſhall often admoniſh their Pariſhioners, that, without great Canſe 
and Neceſſity, they procure not their Children to be baptiz d at home, 
in their Houſes. Our Church is ſo indulgent a Mother, that 
ſhe permits any to be baptiz'd in Private when there is a Ne- 
ceſſity for it, Fee to the Practice of the Univerſal Church 
all along; and accordingly hath provided a particular Form for 
ſuch Exigencies: But this ſtill with an Injuncti- | 


on, That afterwards they be brought to Church; Ryubr. 5th. 


that thoſe Prayers and Rites, which before were in the Of- 
omitted in the Office, may be.there publickly fice for Pri- 
ſupplied. | 33 vate Bapt. 
This is the Sence of our Church in this | 
Matter, and her Determination, and therefore ſufficient, as 
has been prov'd, to oblige every True Son of hers to acquieſce 
therein, and be conformable. | | 
But I have yet farther to urge, That whoſoever will be fub- 
born, and run counter to thefe Eſtabliſhments of hers, by 


Chriſt ning his Children at home, and that by the Publick Form, 


(which is ſtill inſiſted pony muſt not only be reckon'd guiliy 
of manifeſt Diſobedience ro his Mother, bur is chargeable like- 
wiſe with ſeveral groſs Abſurdities in one of the ſolemneſt of 
God's holy Ordinances; the Publick Form being fo contriv'd, 
to prevent Evaſion, or Colluſion herein, that it cannot pro- 
perly be usd any where but in the Church; as has been well 
obſery'd in a late * Treatiſe on this Argument, to which hard- 
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* My. Arwaker's Miniſtratiou of Publick Baptiſm of Infauts to be uſed 
in the Church. | | 120 
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14 ) 
IIIu any thing * be added to this Head. Fo, 
pa. 29, Se. 1. For inſtance, as the Author obſerves, When 
the Miniſter ſays thus to the Godfathers and 
Godmothers, Ion have brought thx Child here to be baptix d, (ac: 
cording to that of one of the Ancients, t Tou were brought u 


Church in the Arms of your Sureties;) he ought, in a Privay 


Houſe, to invert the Words thus, Ie have brought me here to bay. 
rize the Child, 2. How can any Miniſter uſe that Petition 
in the laſt Collect, before the Prayer of Conſecration, in ſuch 
a place, with any colour of Reaſon, when he is thus to ad. 
dreſs himſelf to God Almighty, Grant that whoſoever M here de 
dicated unto thee, by our Office and Miniſtry, may be endued, &c. 
Whilſt by Here is undoubtedly meant the Font in the Church, 
or the Church itſelf, the proper place of Dedication ; at leaſt, 
Hannah was of that Opinion, when ſhe offer'd her Samuel, the 
Son of her Prayers, in the Houſe of the Lord, 1 Sam. 1. 24. 
with a Deſign of Dedicating him there to his Service. 3. In 
the Prayer of Conſecration it ſelf, it is no ſmall Argument to 
prevail for God's Aſſent to the Petitions offer'd in the behalf of 
the Child, to be Regenerated ; That he would regard the Prayer: 
of his Congregation, and comply therewith, in $ 8 the Water, 
to the Myſtical Waſhing away of Sin, &c. Now this Congrega- 
tion, whoſe Prayers are thought thus efficacious, ought to be 
| ſuch an one, ( as the above-cited Author obſerves, ) 
Pag. 31. of which the Miniſter may fafely and truly fay, 
Thy Congregation ; for there is certainly the greateſt 
Young in the Prayers of God's Congregations : But there is 
great on to think, that thoſe are not ſuch, which are ga- 
ther'd in a private Houſe, on ſuch an Account; ſince the Church 
has not appointed it a fit place for Baptiſm, unleſs, as was above 
ſaid, in Caſes of extream Neceſſity. So that Private Houls 
3. ordinarily allouꝰd, much leſs commanded to be made 
uſe of as ſuch; nay, oftentimes perverſely appropriated by ſome, 
to that Uſe, againft the expreſs Authority of the Church, and 
earneſt Sollicitation of thoſe that are ſer over them ; whoever 
aſſemble there, in ſuch an illegal manner, muſt be thought as 
really 2 05 tas a + Diſorder in the Church, as thoſe who meet in 
prohibited Numbers and Places are of a Rot in the State. Nor 


. A 
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+ Vid. Bal C Zen. (apud Be veregium, Tom. 1. p. 191.) ad Can.; 
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CE. 
will that pitiful Plea from our 2R0 (ignorantly —_— ) 
Promiſe, St. Matt. 18. 20. Where Two or Three are gathered to- 
her in my Name, there am I in the midſt of them, ſtand them 
in any ſtead ; Since we muſt not be allow'd to argue from ex- 
traordinary, to ordinary and common Caſes ; for though not a 


Tittle of our Saviour's Words ſhall fall to the Ground, but he 


will be with his all the World over, till the Conſummation of 
all things; yer this Text muſt be underſtood of them, as duly 
circumftantiated, with reſpect to Time, Place, &c. Hence the 
Reaſon of no Conſidering Perſon will give him leave to fay, 
Becauſe our Saviour ſupported his Diſciples with theſe Words, 
whom he foreſaw Drooping, ere- long, under a Perſecuted Con- 
dition ; therefore they may make uſe of it upon every Capri- 


flourifhing State of the Church, againſt the known Orders of 
the Eſtabliſhment in it, to which, in many the like Caſes, 
_ ſubmit upon thoſe very Motives which are uſually 

urg d for their Obedience to this Injunction. But, 4. The 
laſt Abſurdity committed in uſing our Publick Form at Home, 
is, the Receiving the Child: When the Miniſter, baving firft 
Nam'd it, and Baptiz d it, holding it ſtill in his Hand, uſes 
theſe Words of Admiſſion, We receive thy Child into the Con- 
ation of ChriſPs Flock, &c. Which Reception doth not 


only mean, into the whole Body of the Univerſal Church, but 


as well that entative Part then preſent, and 92 


to it for the Whole. And the Miniſters Embracing the Child, 


s for the fame End, as the Impoſition of Hands in Baptiſm 
was of Old; which, Durantus tells us, ſignified 
the Reconciliation, by which he that was with- De Ri. Eccl. 
out the Church a Child of Wrath, according to Cath. Lib. 1. 
our Catechiſm, was in the Church receiv'd into cap. 19. 
the Church's Favour, and made a Child of Grace. 

Thus have laid before you the Commands of our Church, 
with relation to Publick-Baptiſm, together with the Danger 
and Abſurdity of our Breach of them; which was the firſt Par- 


ticular : I haſten through the following ones with all imagi- 


table Brevity, and proceed to (bew, | 
2. That She has done nothing herein, but upon very ex- 
traordinary Motives, in that her Thoughts, with reſpect to 


the Buſineſs in hand, accord with the Eaſtern, and all the We- 


ſtern Churches now in the World. : 
| $ 


chio, fn too many among our Laity actually do,) in the moſt 
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(16) 


As for the Eaſtern, Sir Paul Ricaut, in his Preſent State 


tbe Greek, Church, tells us, That That hath from long Antiqui- 
ty, prattis'd, onthe Eighth Day to preſent their Children at th, 
Chureh-Porch, to receive the Bleſſing of the Prieſt, &c. Chap- 
ter 7. And 'tis notoriouſly known, that the Practice of the 
Church of Rome, herein the Well, is agreeable 
Vid. Rituale to her Conſtitutions : Cum proprius locus bujus 
juſſu Pauli j. Sacramenti ſit Eccleſia Parochalis, nullus extra 
Colon. Edit. eam, niſi forte in caſu neceſſitatis baptizet. Not 
doth ſhe permit any, but in Caſes of extream 

Neceſlity, to be baptiz'd at home; and they, upon Recovery, 
are ſtill brought to Church afterwards. The French (as well 
as the other Reform'd Churches abroad, conformable to which 
is their Practice (as many of them have Chur ches) in this 
City) not only order this Uſage in their Service-Books, but, 
as we do, give their Reaſons for it there likewiſe : Becauſe 
® Baptiſm, ſay they, is a ſolemn Admiſſion into the Church of 
Chriſt, and therefore ought to be done in the Face of the A.. 
ſembly, who are to be Witneſſes of the matter. Nay, The 
Engliſh Congregation which was gather'd at Geneva, in the year 
1558. upon an unjuſt diſlike of ſome things in our Liturgy 
and Church-Government here, f in their Form of Prayer, 
and Adminiſtration of Sacraments, approy'd by J. Calvin 
himſelf tells us poſitively, That it & evident from God's Word, 


| that the Sacraments are not ordain'd of him, to be us d in pri- 


ware Corners, as Charms or Sorceries; but left to the Congre: 
N and neceſſarily annex d to God's Word, as Seals of the 


ſame : Therefore the Infant, which is to be baptix d, ſhall be 


brought to Church on the day appointed, to Common-Prayer aui 
Preaching, &c. And which I hope will be for the Convitt- 
on of thoſe among us, who are very re-dy to charge every 
Perſon or Thing with Popery or Superſtition at leaſt, that 
doth but look towards rhe Eſtabliſhing or Retrieving any 


l eſt d noter qu on doit apporter les Enfans, pour baptizer ; ou le Di. 
manche, on les autres jours au dermon: afin que comme le Bapteſme el 
une reception ſolennelle en l'Egliſe il ſe faſſe en la preſence de Aſſembli 
v. Le Forme d Aaminiſtrer le Bapteſme. "21.505 210 
+ See The Order of Bapteſme, Rub. 
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ceſſity. But, 
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| | = 2851 : 
of the Solemryties in God's Wot ) even the Presbyterian 
Directory, in the late times of Confuſion, expreſly Grdains, 
That Baptiſm be not Adminiſter'd in Pri- A 
vate Places, or Privately, but in the Place of In the Cha, 
© Publick Worſhip, and in the Face of the 1 
© Congregation, where the People may moſt p. _ 1 
$s conveniently ſee and hear: which the Fra- | 4 
mers of it likewiſe tells us was reſolv'd upon After earneſt and 
frequent Calling upon the Name of God, and | | 
er much Conſultation, not with Fleſh and See the Pre- 
Blood, but with his Holy Word. Purſuant F#ce to the di- 
to which Reſolutions, as it ſhould ſeem, we —_— Pos hos 
are told t that as for their Brethren in Scot- ſhip of God 8 
land, no length of way, nor ſcarce any indiſpo- rhroughour En- 
ſition, can prevail with them to keep their Chil- gland, Scot- 
dren from the Church; but they carry them ſe- land an Ire- 
veral Miles to be baptiz d, that it may be done 1 3 of 
in Publick : And that they thought ic an inex- publick Bap. 
pteſſible Favour, when a toleration was grant- p. 43. 


ed them for Private Baptiſm in caſe of great ne- 


\ 


3. There is not only a Conſent between ours and theſe 
Churches in this Particular, but the Practice of all of them is 
grounded upon the earlieſt Antiquity: For the Proof of which 
] ſhall not now trouble you with a pompous Oſtentation of 
Authorities; tho I might quote to you Juin Martyr, St. 
Athanaſius, Gregory Nazianzen, Ambroſe, Chryſoſtom, * 8c. 
with Councils | General and Provincial; bur deſire the a- 
bove · mentionꝰd Citation may ſerve inſtead: of many: where 
'twas ſaid, + That rhe place where this ſolemn Action was per- 
form'd, was ar frf unlimited; any place where there was wa- 
ter; as, a Pond, Lake, River, or Spring, ſerving turn: But 
that always they choſe a place for Baptiſm as near as might be 


- — — 


* Vid. Cocceii Theſ. Cathol. Tom. 2. lib. 5. Art. 11. 4 boptiſteriis. 
Rl Pre cetera notet ur precipue, Can. 59. antig. illius Conc, Con- 
5 4% os | | 
F Pag. 11. from Cave's Primitive Chriſtianity, Part 1. Chap. 10. 
311. | | | 


B to 


5 6 5 Ju 
to that of the Publick Aſſembly; for *twas ſeldom done (even in 
the very Infancy ef the Church) without the Preſence of the 
Congregation, For which Reaſon it was, that in Ancient Times, 
as We are there likewiſe told, * heir Baptiſtcria, or Fonts, 4 
we call them, were built at firſt near the Church, then in the Church- 
Porch, to repreſent Baptiſm's being the Entrance into the Myſtical 
Church ; and afterwards in the Church it felf. At which Places, 
Baptiſm was of Old: Adminiſtcr'd only on Eaſter and hir 
Sunday, as many Councils formerly. order'd ; becauſe (as one 
of them is expreſs ) at rhcſe t Suletn Times there were the 
moſt numerous Aſſemblies ; and by Conſequence the Admini- 
ſtration cf this holy Rite would be then more for che Edik: 
caticn cf the Church. 5 

Where, by the way, we may obſcrve the Riſe of Private 
Baptiſm in the Primitive Church, together with the Reafon- 
able ncſs of irs Allowance t! en: - For, they reſerving the Bap. 
tization of all their Catechumens till thoſe two great Feſtival 
it any cf them in the mean while happen'd to be in great 
danger of Perſecution, as was probable in the firſt Ages of 
the Church : + Incurſions of Barbirous Enemies, no lels fre. 
quent in the ſucceeding Times; preſent Death, by Sickneſs, 
or any other Means; they granted them the Liberty of be- 
ing baptiz'd immediately, fearful leſt ar any time they ſhould 

80 our of the World depriv'd of the Benefit of this Holy 
aver. | | 

Bur, God be thanked, we are under no ſuch Apprehenfions 
at preſent; tho? we were then, when this Cuſtom of Chriſt- 
ning at Home firſt got Footing amongſt us; no ſuch Practice 
being hee rd of in the Church of England, till the late Times 
ct our horrible Viſtractions. Which bare Conſideration, 
viz. of the Means whereby this Uſage was he re introduc'd, 
might, one woul think, have long ſince render'd it odious 


and abominable, ro thole eſpecially, who haze the Conſcience 


— 


— — 


or Id. Ibid. p-. 312. ; | 9 N 3's 
I De Catechumenis Baptizandis id flatatum eſt, ut in Paſche vil 
Peatecoſtes ſolennitate, quanto majoris celebritatis major eſt celebritas, 
iento magis ad Baptizandum veniant. Conc, Gerund. Can. 3. | 

+ Qui enim ia dicrimen naufragii, hoſt: litatis incurſum, obſidioni 
ambiguum, ty cujuſlibet corporalis ægritudinis deſperationem inciaerin, 
fabi unico creaulitatis auxilio popoſcerint ſubveniri, eodem, quo poſcui, 
momento temporis, expetitæ regenerationis præmia conſequantur. Si 
cius Papa ad Himerium. Tarraconenſem. | il 


4 
lid and on 


. (19) 
fill left them to abhor the /ewd Proceedings of thoſe Days, 
when Wild Enthuſia/m, and Blind Zeal juſtled all ſober Reli- 
gion almoſt, with God's So/emn Worſhip, out of theſe Three 
Kingdoms. Bur, 5 
4thiy. and Laſtly, The Conſtitutions of our Church, which 
order Baptiſm to be Publickly Celebrated, do not only bear a 
juſt Correſpondence wich the Price of the Eaſtern, and all 
rhe */tern Churches now in the World, as grounded upon 
the carlieſt Antiquiry : But that Antiquity has no lets ſolid a 
Baſis, than the firmeft Reaſon, to ſupport it; Three of which 
I ſhall, for the preſent, only hint at, leaving the tarther Con- 
ſideration of them, and others as obvious, to your n more 
ſerious Reflections. The „„ 
1. Cf which, is, That Publick Baptiſm is more Concil. Ge- 

for Ediſication. This the Primitive Church was rund. hab. 
ſenſible of, as you find from the Canon of the Anno 517. 
Council juſt now mention d, which (with a great 

number beſides ) orders Baptiſm to be perform'd on Eaſter and 
Whit-Sundays only; becauſe then the Congregations were 
fuller. This our Church is very ſenſible of, in like manner, 
when She orders it to be adminiſtred ordinarily N 

upon Sundays, or Holy-days, when the greateſt Number Rubr. 1. in 
People are met together; that all there preſent may the Office for 
be put in mind of their own Profeſſion made to God Publick, Ba- 
in their Baptiſm. This the French Reformed Church priſm. 
is highly ſenſible of, when, in her laſt Rubrick, in the Office 


for Publick, Baptiſm, She orders, That * che Minifter, Baptizing 


in the Church, ſpeak. as loud as he can, in the Vulgar Tongue, that all 
may be edified : En reconnoiſſant & reduiſant en memoire, quel eſt 
le fruit, & Puſage de leur Bapteſme. This, in a Word, all the 
Churches in the World are ſenſible ot, their Cuſtom being 
principally founded upon this Motive. Bur, then, 

2. The very Nature and Deſign of Baptiſm beſpeaks the Rea- 
ſonableneis of its being done in Publick: It is, as has been 
faid, our ſolemn Admiſſion into the Chriſtian Church, and 


Loe tout ſe dit a haute voix en langue vulgaire, d autant que le Peu- 
ple qui aſſifte la doit eſtre temoin de ce qui 5'y fuit # quot eſt requiſe in- 
teligence: & auſſi afin que tous ſoient ediſſex, en reconnoiſſant, &. La 
fame d' Adminiſter le Bapteſme. ; | 

| there 


: (20) 3 
Rubr. 1. in therefore ought to be done openly ; that as our 
| the Office for own inſtructs us, the Congregation then preſent may 
Publick Ba- teſtify the Receiving of them that are newly baptiz1 
priſm. into the Number of Chriſt's Church. And, 

3. We may conſider, that Baptiſm contain; 2 
Public Profeſſion of our Faith in Chriſt, by our Godfat hers and 
Godmothers. Now the Profeſſion of our Faith, the more pub 
lick it is, the more agreeable is it to the Nature of Baptiſn, 
and the Conſtitution of the Chriſtian Church; which is x 
Vifible Society, Frofeſſing the Faith of Chriſt. And when can 
it poſſibly be more publick, than in the Courts of the Lord's Houſe 
Pſal. 116. 13. The Publick Congregation for God's Worſhip, 
held by Publick Authority, in Places publickly ſer a-part for that 
purpoſe; when the End of Aſſembling there, is, the more 
ſolemn Celebration of God's Honour; that Devour Perſon; 
may, with one Mind, and one Mouth, glorify his Name to- 

gether. = 8 

Thus have IT gone through all the Particulars I defign'd to 
ſpeak to: And have ſhewn, | 

J. Very briefly, The Nature of Bapeiſm in general. 

II. Who were the Perfons Commiſſion d by our Saviour to 
baptize | | 

Alb Who ought to be bapeiz d. 

IV. After what Form. And, 

V. More at large, at what Time, and in what Place. 

I ſhould now put an End to this Diſcourſe, but that it may 
be expected, ſince I have been fo copious in the Defence of 
Publick Baptiſm, that I ſhould fay ſomew hat by way o Ob- 
viating thoſe Prerences, which have been ſo powerful, as to 
uphold the contrary Practice amongſt tos many of us, for ſome 
Years laſt paſt. 5 f 

And indeed, were it not for this Reaſon, notwithſtanding 
their Prevalency, I ſhould have thought the beſt of them too ff 

weak and trifling, ſuch as deſerv'd rather to be paſsg'd over p. 
in Silence, or, at moſt, anſwer'd by a Miniſter in Mhiſpers, # 
they are commonly urg'd to him, rather than mention'd / at 
way of Confutation before ſuch an Auditory as this. But iſ ar 
fuch as they are, they may be reduc'd to Three chiefly ; either (0 
of the Richer Sort, the Poorer, or Both indifferently 
The Richer Sort uſually preface their Reſolutions about a P1- Ii til 
vate Chriftning, with an Intimation of their ſincere Intenti- 


ens towards the Chureh of England, in which they were bon of 
| | | 1 an 
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and bred, and reſolve, by the Grace of God, to die in too: 
But, as for the Buſineſs in hand, the Child is at preſent in- 
diſpoſ d, and the Goſſips are now in the Way, who cannot fo 
well artend another Time; ard therefore it is convenient it 
rm be done immediately, without making any farther Trou- 
le unt. | | 
To ſuch it may eafily be anſwer'd, If they are fo well af- 
feed, as they pretend, to the Church of England, or rather 
the Church of Chriſt, let them ſhew their Affection, by a read 
Compliance to the wholſom Injunctions of this in general, 
with relation to Publick Baptiſm ; and that in particular, which 
has provided a Private Form, purpoſely to be us'd in ſuch Exi- 
gencies ; and ſatisfies them there, That e Child 
fo baptix d, is lawfully and ſufficiently bapti;'d, and Rubr. 5th. 
ought not to be baptix d again: But only deſires, in that Of 
upon Recovery, it be brought ro Church after- fice. 
wards, for the Reaſons juſt mention'd ; and there 
receive the high Honour of being orderly and ſolemnly ade 
mitted into C: Prilks Flock. But, to be plain, Tis not the 
Child's real Indiſpoſition, but the unhappy Bent of the Pa- 
rents too perverſe Inclinations oftentimes, that make them 
take theſe Meaſures ; ſince *tis notorious, that, of thoſe who 
dard not venture their Infant two or three Doors to Church, 
in the cold Air of this City, many have ſpeedily after ſent it 
out ſome Miles in a much colder, to be taken Care of in the 
Country, And then, as for the Excuſe of wanting thoſe that 
will ſtand Godfathers and Godmothers, tis well known, that Per- 
ſons of any Faſhion, are not without Numbers, ambitious of 

ying that Complemental Piece of Reſpect to them; ( for, to our 
hame be it ſpoken, 'tis too frequently look'd upon as no more) 


On the @ther fide, Whilſt we have gloſ#'d, varniſÞd Falſtood 


from the Rich; ſuitable to their Circumſtances, we meet with 
ſimple, naked Truth from the Poor: What was pretended Indif- 
?2fi0:0n in the former, is downright Shame in the latter, 
Truly, tho? (they thank God) they want nothing, yet they 
are not fo well to paſs in the World, as to make a Figure in :; 
and upon that Account, being unable co provide things hand- 


ſom enough for their Company, and a publick Appearance, they 


don't care to be ridiculd and laugh'd at by their Neighbours, 


till they can. 1 | 
To which it may be reply'd, in a Word, That the Vanity, 


o ſomg in a higher Rank, ought not to be a Rule for thoſe 
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in a meaner Condition; much leſs ſhould the Avoiding of it 
be objected to them; then which, nething can more advance 
their Reputation among Perſons of Prudence and Sobriety; 

whoſe Cenſures, in ſuch Caſs, are alone to be regarded 
And, indeed, were thoſe Exrrav:gant a yr retrench'd, 
which are every-where too common on ſuch Occaſions, and 
have been condemn'd in * three late Councils, even by the cor- 
rupt Church of Reme; we ſhould quickly find the Thoughts of 
molt People, which are now wholly bent upon Dreſs, Shew, 
and the Pomp of the Buſineſs, rurn'd a contrary way; and the 
chief Solemnity of Chriſtnings would then lie, in having the 
f Part of them perform'd more decently, with reſpect to 

me, Place, Sc. than generally now it 1s. 


* 


But, 3. The Main, Topping Argument from both Sorts, is, 


Thar ſuch or ſuch rear Men have not ſcrupbd to Chriſten in 
Private: Why therefore ſhould others refuſe it, who are not 
nigh ſo much Digniß d, nor Diſtinguiſh'd ? » | 

o this I anſwer, Laſtly, When thoſe Eminent Perſons de- 
clin'd their Rule, they did it with Reaſon, or without. 

It without, Then their Example ought no more to be a 
Guide to others, than the unwarrantable Actions of a Superior 
Magiſtrate in any Corporation, ſhould be propos d to the [mi- 
tation of an Inferior one: For, however they may both, by 
the Connivance of the Higher Powers, or any other way, 
eſcape the Puniſhment due to them for the Breach of the Laws 
of their Country; yet there is a Court of Conſcience in each 
of their Breaſts, that will not acquit them here, and a Sentence 
to be awarded them by the higheſt Tribunal hereafter. 

If they did it with Reaſon, Then ir muſt be preſum'd *twas 
for the ſame that made Moſes connive at ſome Irregu arities in 
the Fews; viz. the Hardneſs of their Hearts, in 15 to bring 

them, by this Means, at length, to an entire Conformity. 
For, to that deplorable Condition are we arriv'd, through a 
complicated Degeneracy of Principles and Manners, peculiar to 
this Age, that unleſs a Clergy- man will now and then ſubmit to 
undue Compliances of this nature, ſome proud, peeviſh Perſons 
there are, who ſhall make it their whole Study and Endeavour 
(by ſpreading about malicious Innuendo's, and palpable Un. 
eruths, with other indirect Methods) to render his Preaching, 


* Conc, Colon. Decr. 15. Conc. Mogunt. Can, XVI. Conc. Mediol. 
quintum, cap. Quæ ad Baptiſmum pertinen. 
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few; the reſt of the Laity generally ſtanding out upon no other 
Ground, than the Strength of that bad Cuſtom to the contrary, 


which many wiſh heartily were broke, but only are ſhy, each 


of thein, of firſt attempring ir. | 

Far be it therefore from me, to apply to the Preſent State 
of our Church, with relation fo this Affair, what was ſaid, 
by one of the“ Councils laſt mention'd, of rhe Clergy and Larry 
in the Dioceſs of Cologne, where Private Baptiſm began to make 


Head: Deteſtanda eſt non minus Laicorum ſuperbia, quam Pa- 


ſtorum ex obſequentium adulatio, qui contempta Eccleſia proles ſus 
valunt in domibus ſuis baptixari, & es Baptiſmi aquam deferri, 
No, it is not owing to the baſe Eaſineſs of our Clergy, in making 
Conceſſions of this nature; nor to the Pride of moſt of our Laity, 
(tho ſome mult be thought to mike it a piece of State ) that they 
have had a long while, and ſtill have in too many places, their 
Children generally Chriſt'ned at Home, but to the great difficulty 
of breaking a Cuſtom ; which, as it began in a very i Time, and 
has more unhappily prevaiPd ever ſince; fo it will be moſt di- 
mal in its Conſequences, if the Obſervation of a great + Doctor 
in our Church holds good, That there is not a more ready way to 
root out Chriſtianity it ſelf among us, than (thus) to deſtroy the So- 
lemnities of God's Worſhip. | - 
However therefore ſome Men, when preſsd with Arguments 
of this kind from the Pulpit, or otherwiſe, are apt to ſtifle or 
ſhuffle them off, wich crying out in general of a Holy Life, a 
Holy Life, as the only Stable Support of C 
{tho what they ſay is true) yet they are never like to be any 
great Pillars of it, who are deaf to all Informations about, and 


conſequently neglect all the Means of Practice, amongſt which, 


a due Adminiſtration of God's Holy Sacraments has ſtill b:en recs 


kon'd none of the leaſt. | 5 
The Application from all, which has been faid, is this, in 


ſhort ; That ſince there is no Shadow of Reaſon for Private 


Baptiſm, and no Bar againſt bringing this Anciem, this Cartho- 


— 


—— — — 


— 


* Conc. Colon. Anno 1705 V. Inter Cen ſur as & decreta lata pro 
abuſuum & witiorum ad Synodi judicium perlatorum amendatione, 

„ | | + 5 

t Private Baptiſm, &c. is ſince become a Mark of Vanity, and a picce 
of affedted State. Burnet s Hiſt. Reform. Abridged, Lib. 2. p. 63. 

+ Dr. Sherlock's Relig. _— 2. ch. 4. pag. 193. 


Pra ers, Adminiſtration of the other Sacrament, his whole Miniſtry 
ineffetual. But, God be thanked, this is bur the Caſe of a 
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5 lick, this Religious, this almoſt neceſſary Practice of Ba tixing in 

Publick, into a greater Eſteem amongſt, us, than the pitiful 
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Plea of a prevailing Cuſtom to the contrary, which might be 
eaſily overthrown by the Encouragement, and eſpecially the Ex- 
ample of Rich Men; whom their Meaner Neighbours would as 
readily follow in Religious Uſages, as in Civil Faſhions. I ſay, 
fince there is no other Bar againſt Publick Baptiſm, but this 
pitiful Plea, it may be worth while for all Perſons of Character 
and Station to conſider, whether, as God has beſtow'd on them 
more diſtinguiſhing Marks of his Favour, than others round 


about them, they oughr not ( ere it only by way of Grati 


tude ) to fignal;ze themſelves more eſpecially, and become for- 
warder Ie in promoting his Glory all the ways imagina- 
ble: A fair Opportunity of doing which, in no ſmall meaſure, 
they have in the Matter before us, which tends ſo much, as 
we have ſeen, to the Good of his Church, in the Edification of 
particular Chriſtians, and (which is little thought on) the Web 
fare of their own Souls too. 


For, Whereas they beſeech God every Lord :- 


See the Prayer Day, and Holy-Day, that he would give bi Grace 
For _ to all Biſhops and Curates, that they Rightly and 
Church Mili» Duly Adminiſter hs Holy Sacrament ; it in this, 


tant, in the as well as other Petitions, their Hearts go alon 
Communion- with their Lips, and their Endeavours wit 
Service. both; if they do not fruſtrate this his Grace 
here, by diſcouraging his Miniſters in a faith 
fu Diſcharge of their Office, they may then expect to be at 
length Partakers with him in Everlaſting Glory hereafter. 
ow, Conſider we, what has been ſaid, and God Almighty 
give every one of us a right Fudgment in this particular, as well 
as in all other Matters; That, as he hath left 
Church- in his Church but two Sacraments, as Outward 
Catechiſm. and Viſible Signs of hi Inward and Spiritual Grace, 
| wee may none of us, in the Great Day of Viſita 


_ - gion, be found among thoſe, who have either ſcandalouſly neg- 


lected rhe one, or huddfd up the other in a Corner. 


* Now, to the Individual and Ever-bleſſed Trinity, Three 
- Perſons, but One Glorious, Almighty Lord God, be aſcri- 
bed, as is moſt due, by us, and his People every - where, 
all poſſible Adoration, Honour and Glory, 
As it was in the Beginning, # nom, and ever ſhall be, Wald 
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nd Jo the Reader, 1 
i 
or- Ince the former Impreſſion of this Sermon, I 
0 met with a Letter of our Right Reverend Dio- The Lord 
re, ceſan's, containing the ſubſtance of a Confe- Biſhop of 
as I rence with his Clergy concerning che Subject Mat- London. 
of ter thereof; wherein His Lordſhip hath fo fullß | 
Jeb explained and vindicated the Rule of the Church of England as 
to that Particular, and preſcribed ſuch effectual Methods for 
P;- recovering the Practice of it within our Communion, (which 
ace His Lordihip was pleaſed to move again as his avowed Senſe 
nd in another later Conference with his City- Clergy) 1 
1's, That tis thought fit, towards the more ſucceſstul In the Ora- 
retrieving in this City and Kingdom the moſt tory az Se. 
-f approved Uſage in the Catholick Church of Bap- Pauls, May 
ace  tizing publickly, to ſubjoin it to this Second Edi- 17th laſt. 
the I tion, together with the concurrent Judgments of | 
ar the Moſ? Reverend and Right Reverend Fathers in God, 


ty Dr. Tiloeſon, late Lord Archbiſhop of Canterbury, 

vell Dr. Kidder, Lord Biſhop of Bath and Wells, 

- Dr. Seratford, Lord Biſhop of Cheſter, CR 

«ce, Dr. Gardiner, Lord Biſhop. of Lincoln, 

ita» Dr. Williams, Lord Biſhop of Cc hicheſt er, 
e : | | 

* And other Right Reverend Fathers of our preſent Church, 


ree who have earneſtl recommended the diligent uſe of it both 

ri. do the Clergy and Laity in their Viſitation Charges, Advices, | 
Tt = h Nu ges, AQVICES, | 
re, Sermons, &c. ſince that time; which be pleaſ d 0 perule in | 


— 


the order and manner as they were publiſhed, 
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Henry Lord Biſhop of London's Judgment 
concerning Publick Baptiſm. 


Good Brother, 


TH E Firſt Conference we had was concerning * Baptiſm, for 
the performance of which, you are directed by 29 and 
©, 69 and 70 Canons, and the Rubricks contained in the Of. 
ce for the Adminiſtration of Bapriſm: And to perſwade us 
or -» th earneſtly and effectually to proſecute this, we con- 
ider'd, 
1. Of the great Uſe and Expedience Publick Baptiſm was in 
the Church. . Do 


2. What might be the beſt Means to recover the ſhameful 


Diſuſe of it. 8 

I. The great Uſe and Expedience did appear from the ſe. 
veral Advantages the Church receives by Publick Baptiſin, which 
are all loſt in Private. | 1 

1. There are the joint Prayers of the Congregation to give 
a Bleſſing to that Holy Performance. 

2. There is an occaſion given to the People to reflect upon 
their own Promiſe, both which are Exerciſes of Mutual Cha: 
rity. © b 

3. It makes us not to be aſhamed of our Vow of Chriſtia- 
nity. And | | 

Laſtly, It gives that Solemnity which is due to fo greet a 
Sacrament, and from which a greater awe and regard 1s con- 
tracte upon the Minds of Men, who are in a great meaſure 
moved by the outward appearance, and for the want of which 
being hud/ed up in private, I fear I may but too truly ſay it is 
grown into contempt among us. | 
That which adds great weight to confirm theſe Reaſons, i 
the conſtant and univerſal Practice of the Church in all Ages; 
which, however different in the Manner, was atrended with 
two Circumſtances, a Hizh Reverence to the Sacredneſs of the 


| Infticurion, and a Solemn and Publick Performance: W itnels 


the Primitive Uſage in the Burying- place of their Martyr: 
where their Aſſemblies were then held, and afterwards their 
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* V. Epiſcopalia, or Letters of the moſt Reverend Father in God 
Henry Lord Biſhop of London, to the Clergy of his Dioceſs, Printd 


Magi 


1686, Letter I. Sect. Baptiſm, 
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Magnificent Baptiſteries, the remains of which are to be ſeen in 


ſome Cities to this day. It would be to little purpoſe to quote 
either Councils or Fathers for this, when there is not a Church 
to this Hour, that doth not appoint as Publick an Adminiſtra- 
tion as its Condition will allow of. And if any come ſhorter 
of this decent Obſer vation than another (except ſome wild 
Chriſtians ) it is the Church of ume, which by Superſtition 
hath defaced the Beauty of it. | 

IT. The way therefore to recover th is decent and moF# uſeful 
Practice, and to reſtore the Church to its ut Diſcipline, is, 
earneſtly to lay before thoſe wo are committed to our care, 
not only the reaſonableneſs of their complying, bot ikewiſe the 
great Obligation that lies upon us, eſpecially in obeclience to ſo Fuſt 
a Command, So that at the leaſt, if chey wil! not bring their 
chiidren into the Congregation (ſuppoſing they have Health to 
bear it) we ought to refuſe the Regiſtring of them. 


Nicholas Lord Biſho of Cheſler's. 


1* the next place * you promiſed, T» give your faithful dili- 
gence ſo to Miniſter the Sacramen's and Diſcipline of Chriſt, as ů ͤ— 
the Lord hath commanded. ind as thu Church and Realm hath re- 
cerved the ſame, accord: ng to the Commandment of God; that is, 
as God hath preſcribed in the Holy Scriptures. 

As to the Sacrament of Baptijm, I {hall at preſent only put 
you in mind of ſome few Things, which are either expreſfly 
or implicitly required in the Rub: ics. 

Fir, Let your People know, That Baptiſm being the Solemn 
Admiſſion of a Perſon into the Publick Society of Chrittians, it 
is very unbecoming its Nature and Deſign, to have it Adminiſtred 
in private. Admoniſh them therefore to bring their 


Children to be Baptix d in the publick Congregation, Rubrick be- 
leſt by their refuſing ſo to do, Chriſt ſhould reckon fore private 
them in the number of thoſe, who are aſhamed of Baptiſm. 

him and bs Religion before Men. | | 
Secondly, Admoniſh your People, That it is moſt Rubrick be- 
convenient, That Bapriſm ſhould not be Admini- fore publick 
Baptiſm. 


ſhred, but upon 1 and Holy days, when the 


greateſt number of People come togetner; be- 
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cauſe in the Bapriſm of Infants, every Man preſent may be put 
in remembrance of his own Profeſſion, made to God in his 
Baptiſm. Exhort them therefore to attend A through. 

out the whole Adminiſtration, to reflect upon their paſt Lives, 

and to conſider how far 1 kept, and wherein they 


have broken their Baptiſmal Vow. 
Richard Lord Biſhop of Bath and Wells. 


Plibly, You are alſo to * Adminiſter the Sacraments as is 45 
1 pointed by the Church. . f 
Bapeiſm is the Sacrament of Initiation : By this we are en- 
tred into the Church: You are to take care (as directed in 
the Rubrick) that this be done in the Church in the face of the 
| Congregation, Youare alſo to explain in your Sermons the Na. 
ture of this Sacrament ; and the Grounds of Infant-Baptiſm, 
and often to explain the Baptiſmal Vow, and call on your Peo- 
ple to reflect upon it, and to conſider the Obligation that ari- 
ſth thence to a Life of Vertue and Religion, 
I have told you what you are to do for the more ſucceſsfyl 
diſcharge of your Holy Office. | | 


John Lord Arch-biſhop of Canterbury's. 
1 proceed tO the next Particular, wherein the F good Edu Ca: 


tion of Children doth conſiſt ; namely, | 
I. In bringing them to be baptized ind admitted Members of 
Chrift*s Church at the times appointed or accuſtomed in the Na- 

tional Church of which the Parents are Members. I mean 

to bring them to the Church to be there publickly initiated, and 

ſolemnly admitted by Baptiſm. And this the Rules of the Church 
of England do ſtrictly enjoin, unleſs the Child be in danger of 

Death: And in that Caſe only it is allowed to adminiſter Bap 

tiſm privately, and in a Summary Ae without performing 

the whole Office. But then if the Child live, it is order'd that 

it ſhall be brought to the Church, where the remainder of the 
nenn ONT 


* See his Charge to the Clergy of his Dioceſe, at his Primary Vifita- 
tion begun at Axbridge, Fune 2. 1692, pag. 19, 24. | | 
I Ste Six Sermons printed 1694. Sermon 3d. concerning Education 
of Children, pag. 112, 113, 114. TO 
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| this Sacrament hath very frequently been adminiſtred in p- 


and Heirs of the great and glorious Promiſes an 


(29) 

I know that of late Years, fince our unhappWConfuſong 

ate. 
And Miniſters have been in a manner, and to avoid the greater 
miſchief of Separation, neceffitated to —_ with the Obſti- 
nacy of the greater and more powerful of their -Parsſhioners : 
Who for their Eaſe, or Humour, or for the converench of a 
more pompous Chriſtening, will either have their Children 


| baptized at Home by their Miniſter; or if he refuſe, will get fone 
914 1.13 


other Miniſter to do it: Which « very irregul ar. 

Now I would entreat fuch Perſons mar” to conſider how 
contrary to Reaſon, and the plain Deſign of the Inſtitution of 
this Sacrament, this perverſe Cuſtom, and their obſtinate Refolutron 
in it, is. For is there any Civil Society or Corporation, into which 


Perſons are admitted without ſome kind of Solemnity d And is 


the Privilege of being admitted Members of 3 Church, 


Bleſſings of 
the New Covenant of the Goſpel leſs Conſiderable, and fit to be 
conferr'd with leſs —_— ? TI ſpeak to Chriſtians, and they 
who' are ſo in good earneſt will, without my uſing more words 
about it, cones what I fay in this Particu acc. 


James Lord Biſhop of Lincoln's. 


UT. -I am fure they cannot * excuſe themſelves: in neg- 
leFing, omitting, or altering any part of the Publick Offi- 
on-—- They ought at leaſt to perform the Offices as they are 
directed and preſcribed, for nothing leſs than this can Anſwer 
their Subſcription, which will remain in the Biſhop's Cuſtody 
a3'a Witneſs of their Iaſinceri eint. 
This is to be underſtood not only of the Offices of Morn- 
ing and Evening Prayer but alſo all Occaſional Offices, the 
Adminiſtration of the Sacraments of Baptiſm and the Lords 
Supper - Theſe ought to be performed ſeriouſly, ſolenmly, and 
deliberately, and in the Expreſſions and Order in which they 
are directed, which can only juſtify the Conformity which you 
have promiſed. 1 | e VG 
As to one of thoſe Offices, that of Publick Baptiſm of Infants, 
I muſt adviſe you to uſe your utmolt endeavour to prevail 
with your Pariſhioners to bring their Children to Church to 


FOOT — 


* See His Advice to the Clergy of the Dioceſe of Lincoln, in order to 
bis Primary Viſitation, 1697. p. 12, 13, 20, 21. . i ws * 
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be RBaptiz d, and not feign Pretences for having them Baytiz 

at. therr own Houſes : Or it there be a real Danger, and that 

. Sicknelz, or ocher need compels them ſo to do, if the Child live, 
vou mult not fail to admoniſh them, that it is expedient ( a; 
the Rybrick directs) to bring the Child to Church afterwards, 
This & a part of chat Conformity to the Liturgy of the Church 
be lend, to which you have ſubſcribed. Again: In ano. 
ther place . 
- I mult charge upon you, That you deliver faithfully the 
whole Law of Chriſt by which the Church is to be Inſtrufted, 
Edified, and Governed, &c. 


a *% RV>0_ _ . wo .-m =. QÞAac@®t. 
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John Lord Biſhop of Chicheſter's. 


ND accordingly as they are thus joined in * Neighbour- 
41 hood by Situation, and in an Eccleſiaſtical Society by a 
Parochial Union: So there are Acts of Religion and Wor- 
hip, v hich as of ſuch Society they are to join and commu- 
nicate in: And that under a general Character, is what we 
call Publick Worſhip, conſiſting in Prayers, Exhortations and 
Inſtructions, Plalms, and Sacraments, And ſince theſe are the 
publick Teſtimonies of Communion, and what we are requi- 
red by the Divjne Command to Communicate in, how much 
_ oy to blame that live in the neglect of theſe or any of 
Ee 

And now I am upon this Argument, I muſt mind you of a 
Solemn Ordinance of our Religion, that it we reſpect the Uk 
and End of it, ſhould be firſt treated of, and that is, Bapeſm. 
An Ordinance indeed not neglected: For who is there amongſt 
us that is not willing and forward to have his Children there- 
by matriculated and admitted into the Church of God? But 
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See his Sermen preach'd at St. Milared's Poultrey, Jan, 3. 169). 1 
upon his leaving that Pariſh, pag. 7, 10, 11, F 
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conſtant * Uſage of the Church of 


we conſider how tis generally Celebrated in private, in the 


Corner of a Room, in the preſence of ſcarce ſo many as will 


entitle the Company to a Congregation : It is far from be- 
ing a Solemnity; Or from being created as a Divine Inſtitution : 
Far from anſwering the End ot that Inſtitution : For what is 
the End of that Ordinance, but to initiate the Perſon into 
the Church of Chri ſt, and to entitle him to the Privileges of it? 
And where is that Society that he is admitted to? Is it not when 
aſſembled after the moſt ſolemn and conſpicuous manner for the 
Worſhip of God, and for the teſtifying of their Communion 
init? And where is the Profeſſion to be made before ſuch Ad. 
miſſion, where the Stipulation to be given, where the Promiſe 
to undertake the Duties of a Cbriſtian, but where the Church 
32 And how can all this be done in Confuſion and Precipitence, 
without any timely Notice or Preparation, without ſuch an Afſem- 
bly as the Nature of the thing, as well as the Order of the 
Church, in conſequence of it, doth require? The Ordinance 
is certainly Publick, Public in the Nature and End of it, and 
ſuch ought the Celebration of it to be: And the Neglect of ſuch 
4 Celebration is the leſs excuſable, becauſe it is ſo 25 remedied. 
But I come not here ſo much to Reprove as to-Exhort ; and 
do no farther tax the Neglect of ſuch, than as it may ſerve to 
awaken them that are guilty of it, to a ſenſe of their Duty. O 
what an Honour would it be to Almighty God! What a 
Service to our Religion! What a means to ſweeten our Tem- 
pers, and to treat each other with Fairneſs and Simplicity, if 
as we are Men made of one blood, as we 0 Cans and Bo 
deemed by the Blood of one common Sayjour, 1a we could a 

come to join in the fame Worſhip. | 


"Ky 1. * "2 . 
4% 10 Zen 


I might to the Arguments laid down, offer in this place the 
Auricky (the Tranſlation 
of whoſe Liturgy is t recommended to the Engliſh Reader by 
a our much-eſteem'd Prelates) which as we are inform'd, 
rders, | Ds 
I. That Baptiſm never be adminiſtred in any Private Houſe, 
but always in the Church or Chapel of the Pariſh. - - 


— — 
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» Liturgia Tigurins „ pag. 90. 


+ We do approve of this as a Work that may be of very good Satif; 
faction and Uſe, H. London, V. Cov, and Lich,” H. Bangor, F. Nor- 
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wich, R. Ciceſt. R. Petrib. 


1 1520 8 21 chem 
2 =: 05 Y & Chirch, a] 


| 1575 ruhen COTE tion 


1 N ip wh te be} 15 


: — 
eee > i” 
* 


2 „ 


unto by the Chrekades, 45 d Swworn-M 
ö 10 70 Viſirations 3. ſuch are, o kai & 
i | ; as Br ö of Stöne '3 in jour jor neat 
1 eee 
|: Doch your Miniſter Baptize Pubic on 2 be Farb 
1 But the Arguments newly mention 18 91 of which had 
„ irs Weight) are of Forte ſufficient fo Conculde the Laity al 
wWjueell as eig) of our Communion, who. cannot- TEE them 
„ Wirhddt 4 N derogation to their own Characte 
fuſe tb comply with the unanſwerahle 1 o advan | 
alf) bien br thoſe GREAT NA aMES 
; | d theſe Papers miſs of dr p oh Ab 20 
nor <cortipa aſs- our 'Church's deſign of an Untere and Meß 
verſal Obedience to her Injunctions: Should. ſome., wiltyl 
Perſons thro the de Nn Iaiquity of our times, ſtand 
bur ſtill in ſome pues 7 the mo 1 cogent and | powerfil 
Motives Which here joint i make a fr YVigarous Effort fore: 
ri ah n an almoſt Necefl ary Uſe of Publick Bay 


_ oy 
4 8 $ eta 82 0 w o * 
wont * «4 22 921 a _— 

* * pune. 2 . < 4 


- 0 55 — - . 0 ns 
= dich. ty i : — 
We. * = 
rr 
7 * „5 Avia 0 5 a wa 2 $I 
» 0 ; * 
* ” 5 — 
+ 


#4, 


1 e ur HO ITIES will do thus 
1 5 th Thy Chir SY N They 1215 e 
Bi Terbon who eech A pr 


. y. endeavour the 
4 ron of cheir Rule, if not Hi Tee who oY af! 
1 f. | A ts 1 "0 5 CL | $54 1 0 7:3 | 2 05 2 : 
"Hs "2 Sen (Ilge, June Wi ta TFT af 25 $7 4 Ig 201481 
"M . * 19. 1699 Jl S521 6-1 L tr 7 s | F. 


15 7 ne SELIG $73.32. 3 $1. An 20 5 _ 
— —— — — 
3 e 8ER N ON 8 Publiſh by the Reverend Mr: Seele 4 


"SE WT Ba peil; Of Confirmation; 0% Occafional' Comnitiaies 
i= | Of rhe Hopes of 2  Refurre&ion ; On the 29th of: May; OU. 
fi; 2:  -, of November before the Lord Mapor ; ; Of Religiovs Loy Ity v Nelign 
| 2 .of God's Dominion over. the Seas, and cheSeamen's Duty if 
1 
j 


r Earth, the Gift of. God, and Good-Will to n 
Men. „ 1 


1 a * 


15 „ 


7 2 1 * 
Wn. 5 


= 


